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CHICAGO AND ITS RIVER STILL 
FACE BIG PROBLEMS



⅔in Rain = sewage dumped into river
1.5in Rain = river drained into lake 
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THE WILD MILE WILL BE MORE 
THAN JUST A PARK
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Graduate Research, Summer 2018

● Fostered three different and unique 
graduate student ran research 
experiments focusing on;

○ Water Quality
○ Bat habitat
○ Mesocosm; collecting periphyton 

and performing mesocosm 
experiments at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden, to better 
understand the effects of our 
floating habitat on the river 
ecosystem.

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/periphyton
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/mesocosm
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/
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2018 British School

● Financed four floating gardens 
specifically for their students

● 2nd year of the curriculum, involving 
entire year 5 class

● Students researched, planted and 
installed gardens 

● Program was success, partner has 
increased interest in expanding program
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GROWING COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT AT ALL LEVELS
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2018 River Rangers

● Grew River Ranger program 75% 
year-over-year to 40 Weekly volunteers  

● Collecting data, picking up trash and 
maintenance. 

● Rangers support graduate research by 
performing regular monitoring tasks 



https://vimeo.com/289169259

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUBWWWhAFu4
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